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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CRIME 

VICTIMS RIGHTS WEEK 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize Crime Victims Rights Week 
with my colleagues from the Congres-
sional Victims Rights Caucus. 

Recently, the Judiciary Crime Sub-
committee examined the issue of crime 
victims where we discovered that one 
violent crime occurs every 6 seconds in 
this country, one rape or sexual assault 
occurs every 21⁄2 minutes. 

The issue of how crime victims are 
treated within the criminal justice sys-
tem has been of paramount importance 
to myself and many of us throughout 
our tenure in Congress. I was the spon-
sor of the Crime Victims Rights con-
stitutional amendment back in the 
106th, 107th and 108th Congresses. That 
legislation would have given crime vic-
tims the right to be reasonably pro-
tected from the accused, to be heard at 
all court proceedings, to receive full 
and just compensation in the form of 
restitution and, most importantly, to 
be treated with fairness and dignity 
and respect. 

Unfortunately, despite numerous 
hearings and attempts by Senators KYL 
and FEINSTEIN, it was bipartisan, my-
self and others, we did not have the 
votes to pass a constitutional amend-
ment. However, the Crime Victims 
Rights Act was included as title I of 
the Justice for All Act. 

We need to recognize and support all 
crime victims in this country. 
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WELCOME TO STUDENTS AND 
PRINCIPAL OF ST. JOSEPH’S AT 
SACRED HEART SCHOOL 

(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I am 
very pleased to welcome a special 
group to the Capitol this morning. It is 
the season where so many students 
come to Washington to see their gov-
ernment in action and to visit the his-
toric sites in Washington. This week 
the students of St. Joseph’s School of 
the Sacred Heart in Atherton, Cali-
fornia, are here. 

The school is over 100 years old. It 
was founded by the religious of the Sa-
cred Heart, the beloved religious of the 
Sacred Heart, and the traditions and 
their mission of excellence in edu-
cation and the formation of the char-
acter and the spiritual formation of 
students continues today. How proud I 
am that they are here; how proud I am 
of the teachers; how proud I am of the 
principal of St. Joseph’s at Sacred 
Heart, my daughter, Karen Eshoo. 

Welcome, students, and enjoy your 
memorable and historic visit to our 
Capitol. May what you see and what 

you experience remain with you for a 
lifetime. 
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SUPPORT LEGISLATION TO 
ADVANCE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELLER. Madam Speaker, the 
statistics say it all: two-thirds of the 
oil we consume today is imported. 
Sixty percent of our trade deficit, the 
increase, is as a result of oil imports, 
and today we are paying $3 or more per 
gallon of gasoline. The message is 
clear: we need independence from im-
ported oil. 

Last year’s energy bill was a good 
start. In the district I represent, we are 
seeing new jobs created and much in-
vestment in wind energy, ethanol pro-
duction, and a doubling of biodiesel 
production at the local plant, but we 
need to do more. I urge this House to 
take up and advance comprehensive 
legislation to replace oil with renew-
able fuels. 

Would you support legislation that 
would replace 1.6 million barrels of oil 
a day? I would hope so. We have that 
opportunity with the Biofuels Act, H.R. 
4973, legislation that would increase 
the amount of ethanol and biodiesel we 
produce from 4 billion gallons a year 
today to 25 billion gallons by the year 
2025. This legislation will reduce our oil 
imports, create energy independence, 
and it is home-grown fuels. 
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‘‘DO-NOTHING’’ CONGRESS REPUB-
LICANS HAVEN’T CHANGED 
MUCH FROM TRUMAN’S TIME 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
back in 1948, President Truman dubbed 
the Republican-led House the ‘‘Do- 
Nothing Congress.’’ He came up with 
the name because the House barely 
ever met. 

Would you believe that as bad as the 
1948 Congress was, the Republican-led 
Congress of 2006 is worse? So far this 
year we have only been in session 22 
days, and we are only scheduled to hold 
votes on a total of 97, which is 11 days 
less than the ‘‘Do-Nothing Congress’’ of 
1948. 

There is so much to do, gas prices 
and all the rest, but here in Wash-
ington the House Republicans seem 
content just to ignore our Nation’s 
problems. Maybe they are satisfied 
with the work they have already done 
on behalf of their special interests for 
the election. 

There is another thing this group has 
in common with the 1948 Republican 
‘‘Do Nothing Congress.’’ Consider this 
comment from President Truman in 
1948: ‘‘Something happens to Repub-
lican leaders when they get control of 
the government. They have a hard time 

hearing what the ordinary people of 
the country are saying, but they have 
no trouble at all hearing what Wall 
Street wants.’’ 

It is time for the 2006 Congress to do 
something about the problems of the 
people in this country. 
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DEMOCRATS’ HYPOCRISY ON 
ENERGY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the 
Democrats sure do like to have their 
cake and eat it, too. Over and over 
again they complain about something, 
then turn right around and oppose any 
commonsense solutions offered by Re-
publicans. 

Democrats whine about our deficit, 
but vote against slowing the growth of 
spending. They complain about our 
President’s plan in Iraq, but they offer 
no alternatives. They say we need to 
increase border security, yet vote 
against the bills that would do just 
that. The list goes on and on. 

The Democrats’ latest case of hypoc-
risy: they hold a press conference, com-
plain about our rising energy prices, 
even though their actions have contrib-
uted directly to the problem. For a 
party that claims it is looking out for 
the best interests of the American peo-
ple, it has a funny way of showing it. 

For decades the Democrats have 
fought to stop production of all forms 
of energy. They voted against increas-
ing domestic energy supplies, which 
would not only lower prices, but create 
more jobs here at home. The Demo-
crats have opposed Republican efforts 
to lessen the tax burden at the pump. 
They have opposed nuclear energy and 
renewable fuels. They have opposed 
cracking down on price gouging. 

Madam Speaker, Republicans have 
been working hard to address rising en-
ergy prices, yet all the Democrats do is 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

GAS CRISIS 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, if you 
liked the administration and the Re-
publican Congress’ response to Hurri-
cane Katrina, you are going to love the 
response to this gas crisis. Because 
while folks said they could not antici-
pate that the levees would be topped, 
when you do what the administration 
has done, you should have been antici-
pating $3 plus, $3.25, and $3.35 gasoline 
at the pump. 

When you go into secret energy 
meetings, as the Vice President did, to 
devise an energy strategy and come out 
with a giveaway to the energy indus-
try; when you have a President who re-
fuses to act when Enron was stealing 
billions of dollars from the economy, 
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